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nspiration and legacy are threads that
run through stories of land

conservation.

The late Bill Rose spent decades observing and sharing
the natural splendors and awe of Lake Superior before
he and wife Nanno donated their beloved Silver Island
to KLT in 2023 to ensure its perpetual stewardship.
Bill’s conservation vision expanded inland to serene
wetlands and unique geological features on the
mainland. Inspired by his vision, Linda Ott donated a
nearby portion of her land on the Keweenaw Peninsula
to KIT in December 2025 to establish Silver River
Wetlands, the 30™ nature area under KIT’s protection.

Bailey Creek flows through this 40-acre property in the
shadows of rock before joining the Silver River,

tlowing through forested wetlands to open, sunny
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The Silver River Wetlands, generously donated by 1inda Otr, is KLT’s newest acquisition and the 30" nature area under its protection. Photo: KLT
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marsh, and finally emptying into Lake Superior.
This land contributes to a conservation corridor
along the Keweenaw’s north shore, expanding the
impact and benefits of this and other nearby
conservation lands (see map, next page). The
north shore is recognized as an important habitat
area for its high biodiversity, rare plant and
animal habitat, unique geological features and

benefits to the Lake Superior fishery.

A key feature of this new nature area is a rock
ridge parallel to Highway M-26, across from the
Michigan Audubon’s Lake Bailey Sanctuary. Jamie
Roberts, a retired geologist serving on the KLT
board describes it as a modest continuation of
the more massive resistant conglomerate layer
known as the West Bluft which holds up
Brockway Mountain Drive. At Silver River
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